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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 14592 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: SOLH CABINET WINS VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 
REF: BEIRUT 14528 

1. AS ANTICIPATED, CABINET OF RASHID SOLH WON 
EVENING DEC. 5 VOTE OF CONFIDENCE, THUS BRINGING TO 
END CABINET CRISIS THAT BEGAN SEPT. 25 (BEIRUT 1 1654). 

EXACTLY TWO-THIRDS OF DEPUTIES (66) SUPPORTED NEW 
CABINET ON VOTE WITH 14 (EDDE-SALAM-KARAME SUPPORTERS) 
OPPOSED, TWO ABSTENTIONS AND 16 (INCLUDING SPEAKER ASSAD, 
WHO DECAMPED EARLY FOR NABATIYEH TO SUPPORT HIS CANDIDATE 
IN DEC. 8 SPECIAL ELECTION THERE, AND KAMAL JUMBLATT, WHO 
CONTINUED HIS STRADDLE PLAY (REFTEL) BY FLYING TO PARIS 
BEFORE VOTE) ABSENT. 

2. KARAME’S SPEECH PRECEDING VOTE TURNED OUT TO BE 
NEITHER AS LENGTHY NOR AS CAUSTIC AS EXPECTED AND 
ATMOSPHERE DURING VOTE WAS DESCRIBED AS "CALM". IM- 
MEDIATELY FOLLOWING VOTE, HOWEVER, BEIRUT RESIDENTS 
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GUNFIRE AND EXPLOSIONS. JITTERY BEIRUTIS, ACCORDING 
LOCAL PAPERS, ONCE AGAIN CONCLUDED THAT ISRAELIS WERE 
AT HAND. 

3. COMMENT: HAVING PASSED CONFIDENCE VOTE HURDLE 
FOLLOWING STORMY PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE, SOLH CABINET 
NOW FACES FULL PLATE OF PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES. WE 
PREPARING AIRGRAM EXAMINING DOMESTIC AND EXTERNAL 
PROBLEMS FACING SOLH GOVERNMENT AS IT ASSUMES POWER. 
IN NEXT SEVERAL DAYS, WE WILL ALSO BE POUCHING TO 
DEPT. AIRGRAM INCLUDING BIOGRAPHIC REPORTS ON LESS 
WELL-KNOWN MEMBERS OF SOLH CABINET (BEIRUT 13137). 
HOUGHTON 
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